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Guidelines for the promotion of conservation and restoration of folk
performing arts In Yan Ta Khao District, Trang Province
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study and collect information on folk
performances. Study the history of the past Current situation Conditions and factors that
affect the change of persistence, loss of folk performing arts In Yan Ta Khao District, Trang
Province to find ways to promote conservation and restoration of folk performing arts This
method of operation The researcher collected field data. By using important research
tools such as observation, interview and landing Which is a collection of important
qualitative cultural research data By starting to study information History Geography Social
and cultural conditions And information related to folk performing arts The researcher
selected and determined the sample group. le, knowledgeable groups and groups of
practitioners as follows: persons with knowledge Expertise Folk performances Learning
resources for folk performances in the community Related sources for promoting
conservation And restoring folk performances The source that the researcher has received
cooperation and support in collecting data to achieve the objectives of the research with
sub-districts in the area of Yan Ta Khao District consisting of 8 sub-districts as follows: (1.)
Yan Ta Khao (2.) Nong Bo (3.) Na Chum Het (4). In Khuan (5.) Alligator Caves (6.) Buffalo
Fields (7. ) Thung Khai (8.) Ko Pia

From the research, it was found that 1.) The existence of folk performing arts at
present is still in the state of acting, but may not be very complete. If receiving support
from all sectors, the existence of 2.) The changes in the form of performances from the
past and the present have changed in accordance with the era and social conditions, but
still have the original form to be seen. 3.) Guidelines or directions for the restoration of
folk performing arts Yan Ta Khao District, Trang Province, creating more ideas for people in
the present era to participate. 4.) How to promote and support must be both

conservation. Broadcast and publish continuously in the community.

Keywords: folk performing arts, promoting conservation and restoration, Yan Ta Khao
District
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The Role of Thai and Vietnamese Youth in the Preservation and Promo-
tion of National Intangible Cultural Heritage

NGO Binh Nam Giang and Derek Songkalayanawat' Narongchai Pidokrat’
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Abstract

Thailand and Vietnam have a treasure of valuable intangible cultural heritage. The
problem is that the intangible cultural heritage hasn’t had much support; it only exists in
the human memory so it is very vulnerable. For a long time due to the economic struggle
of the country, cultural values were not a priority. Investing in intangible cultural heritage
has less direct economic benefit than other investments, so safeguarding it has often not
been of importance. Thai and Vietnamese intangible cultural heritage has been under red
alert. Thai and Vietnamese government has implemented a national target program on
culture to preserve and promote cultural heritage, with emphasis on intangible cultural
heritage. The intangible cultural heritages have been recognized by UNESCO, which has
propelled the love of young people for their heritage from thought to action. Safeguarding
cultural heritages focuses on those cultural elements that concerned communities and

countries consider in need of urgent measures to keep them alive.

Keyword: Role of Youth, Preservation and Promotion, Intangible Cultural Heritage
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Introduction

The intangible cultural heritage in Thailand has been shaped by the definition of
“Intangible culture” contained within the UNESCO Convention for the safeguarding of
intangible cultural heritage. The intangible cultural heritage is the practices, representa-
tions, expression, knowledge, skills as well as the instruments, objects, artifacts and cul-
tural spaces associates with that communities, groups and in some cases,individuals
recognize as part of the cultural heritage. The intangible cultural heritage has transmitted
from generation to generation, is constantly recreated by groups and communities in
response to their environment, interaction with nature and history, as well as provides
them a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and
human creativity.

Vietnam is a country with 54 ethnic groups with thousands of years of history. Each
group produces and preserves its traditional cultural values, giving each region its identity,
which includes intangible cultural heritage. In 2000, a cultural expert warned that
Vietnamese intangible cultural heritage was under red alert. This situation occurred for
several reasons. One was that because Vietnam was at war for many years, the economy
struggled and the country did not focus on cultural values. Even now, some local
managers do not understand the meaning and importance of intangible cultural heritage.

In addition, investing in intangible cultural heritage has less direct economic
benefit than other investments, so safeguarding it has often not been of concern.
However, the UNESCO’s General Assembly 1989 recommendation on the Safeguarding of
Traditional Culture and Folklore raised concerns about the need to preserve intangible
aspects of heritage. The document defines the nature of folklore and its forms- language,
literature, music, dance, games, mythology, rituals, customs, handicrafts, architecture and
other arts- and recommends conservation strategies. However, even now, this concept is

still unfamiliar to many people.

The Impacts of Thai and Vietnamese intangible cultural heritages on young people
have been recognized by UNESCO

The intangible cultural heritage in Thailand has been shaped by the definition of
“Intangible culture” contained within the UNESCO Convention for the safeguarding of
intangible cultural heritage. The intangible cultural heritage is the practices,
representations, expression, knowledge, skills as well as the instruments, objects, artifacts
and cultural spaces associates with that communities, groups and in some cases,
individuals recognize as part of the cultural heritage. The intangible cultural heritage has

transmitted from generation to generation, is constantly recreated by groups and
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communities in response to their environment, interaction with nature and history, as well
as provides them a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural
diversity and human creativity.

The Thailand Ministry of Culture is responsible for undertaking cultural research,
preservation, promotion, dissemination, restoration, and development, particularly with
regard to folk culture, has laid down policies, strategies and organized various projects and
activities to fulfill its mission. Since 2005, some programs have been carried out on
intangible cultural heritage. Community participation is focused in the identification and
inventorying of intangible cultural heritage such as data collection, organization,
management..., and hands - on experience in preparing field work. In 2010, the
inventory-making of intangible cultural heritage at the provincial level in 4 domains
namely performing arts, traditional craftsmanship, folk literature and folk games and sports
were taken on as a pilot project.

The establishment of an inventory of intangible cultural heritage is determined to
be a major task of the Department of Cultural Promotion to ensure adequate safeguarding
and promoting. It must be carried out as primary sources and community participation for
the sake of cultural pride. Safeguarding Thai intangible cultural heritage both at the local
and national levels will make an essential contribution to knowledge, understanding,
appreciation as well as acceptance of cultural diversity and peaceful co-existence. In 2017,
the Thailand Ministry of Culture has officially categorized Thai intangible cultural heritage
in 7 domains These are Performing arts, Traditional craftsmanship, Folk literature, Folk
games and sport, Social practices rituals and festive events, Knowledge and practices
concerning in nature and the universe, and Languages.

As of 7" December 2017, Vietnam has 12 intangible cultural heritages recognized
by UNESCO. Hue royal court music was Vietnam’s first recognized site by UNESCO in 2003.
The Cultural Space of Gong in the Central Highlands was recognized as a Masterpiece of
the Oral and Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2005. Four years later, Quan Ho
folk singing was recognized by UNESCO for its rich cultural values, art performances, song
techniques, beautiful lyrics and its customs. Ca Tru ceremonial singing and Xoan singing of
Phu Tho province were also recognized in 2009 and 2011 as a World Intangible Cultural
Heritage and Oral Masterpiece of Humanity in urgent need of protection. UNESCO also
recognized The Saint Giong festival in Phu Dong, Soc temple and Hung Kings Worship
Religion in 2010 and 2012. The Vi Giam folk songs of Nehe An and Ha Tinh province
became an intangible cultural heritage of humanity in 2014. In December 2015, tugging

rituals and games of Cambodia, Philippines, South Korea and Vietnam became inscribed
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in the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity of UNESCO. This was
the first time that Vietnam submitted a multinational file with other countries. A practice
related to the Viet Beliefs in the Mother Goddesses in Three Realms was recognized in
2016, and most recently, the Art of Bai Choi is in 2017. The recognition of these intangible
heritages helped ranking Vietnam at 8th place in the list of nations with the most UNESCO
intangible heritage certificates.

These heritages initially ignited the concern and love of their community,
especially among young people. Moreover, the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need
of Urgent is composed of those cultural elements that concerned communities and
countries consider in need of urgent measures to keep them alive. Because of that, in
Vietnam there have been many programs that aim to encourage local young generations
to participate enthusiastically in the learning and acquisition of skills from old artists. Some
local governments provide activities to help their youth understand and learn more about
national heritage.

The Hue royal Court Music features music for dance and opera, music used in
worship ceremonies and at the national court - organized festivities, and entertainment for
Kings and Royal families. This genre of music was played in royal courts for more than 10
centuries and it is a unique form of art performance that receives high appreciation for its
artistic and historical values. UNESCO has recognized the Hue royal Court Music as a

“Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity” in November 2003.

Pic.1 A performance team of the Hue royal Court Music (2003)
Source: Vietnam tourism
After that, Vietnam developed a national action plan to preserve, restore and
promote its value. That program was selected and funded by UNESCO. The project

obtained good results in many respects. The UNESCO office in Hanoi considered it a
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success in the region. Through the project, 20 young musicians, between the ages of 16 to
20, were trained. This group included musically talented children and children
knowledgeable about court music as well as children from traditional artistic families. Most
of them had basic performance skills before they participated in the program. They were
taught not only skills but also methodologies. Thus, they understand clearly heritage’s
values and how to preserve and promote these better.

Quan ho Bac Ninh folk song was recognized by UNESCO in 2009 for its rich cultural
values, social customs, art performances, song techniques, beautiful lyrics and its customs.
The love duets are among the most well-known social customs, appearing widely in the
provinces of Bac Ninh and Bac Giang, in northern Vietnam. “Quan ho” is an art form that
combines various elements, including music, lyrics, costumes and a unique style of singing
that reflects the close relationship between the singers. Used to reinforce the relationship
between villages, the love duets have a long lasting history expressing a zest for life and
the distinctive cultural features of people in the region formerly called Kinh Bac. After it
was recognized by the UNESCO, the “Bagico” arts club was born because of the necessity

and urgency to protect, preserve and develop this national tradition.

Pic.2 The “Phan Dong” Quan ho club
Source: Nguyen Lien

This club has trained a young generation who loves and performs confidently their
forefathers’ melodies in Viet Yen district, Bac Giang province. Ms. Nguyen Ngoc Tra My, 11
years old, has learned singing at Bagico since kindergarten and now can teach other
children in her class. Ms. Nguyen Thi Huong Lien, 22 years old, won first prize at the 2015
Singing Quan ho - Bac Ninh folk song competition. She said that she would try to leamn
more, and acquire more skills to sing better and better. With Lien, it is too early when asks
about the preservation and promotion of intangible cultural heritage. However, her
performance and that of other candidates helped the audience see the enthusiasm of

young people for traditional values.
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Since 2013, Vietnam has been organizing activities to preserve and promote this art
form. Many young people have expressed their love for this traditional heritage. In the city,
there are 300 Don Ca Tai Tu clubs and groups with more than 3,000 members, most of
whom are singers, musicians, composers, and researchers. Some members of a “Don Ca
Tai Tu” Club in Tan Phu district said: “We love southern folk music and we love singing.
We want to preserve the music of our ancestors. The preservation of this art form requires
an effort from everybody”. Many classes that teach “Don ca tai tu singing” have opened
in Ho Chi Minh City. It is vital to inspire young people to love this music because they play
a key role in its preservation and promotion. Artists of our generation are getting old and

will not be able to sing much longer. So we want to teach and inspire young people.

Pic.3 A children performance of Bai Choi Arts

Source: Dang Trung Hoi. 2018
Vietnamese heritages were listed in the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity as well as List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of
Urgent Safeguarding also have had the significant support of young people in their
preservation and promotion. In short, Vietnamese intangible cultural heritages recognized
by UNESCO have helped to inspire national pride in the community, especially among the
young. The locals also have developed programs to help young people understand and

love traditional heritages.

Conclusion

Intangible cultural heritage is the soul of culture but safeguarding it is more difficult
than tangible cultural heritage. Of course, some things must die as time passes, but
intangible cultural heritage is a symbol of traditional values. In an era of globalization, what

makes each country different from others is its culture.
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In recent years, due to the market economy and industrialization, young people
have moved from the countryside to big cities and industrial areas. This has led to the
weakening of traditional values in these regions. How do young people today understand
and love their traditional values when they only know vaguely about their intangible
culture heritage? To solve this problem, we need new approaches. In recent years, the
national and local television programs have introduced many shows about traditional
culture, such as “Cultural Stories” (Vietham Television - VTV), “Cultural Space”,
“Preservation for ever-after”. In some regions, they also regularly teach folk songs on the
radio and television. Competitions about cultural heritage are also held. They help young
people access and learn about their cultural heritage, but even more importantly, they
encourage them to participate in traditional cultural activities. It is important to preserve
the tradition. We need to invest in education to help the young understand and love what
their ancestors have handed down to them. Only if they understand and appreciate what
has been passed on to them will they preserve and promote these values and art forms.
The government also must adopt policies and organize practical activities to attract young
people to traditional values. We ne ed to encourage young people to join in the
preservation and promotion intangible cultural heritage. It is important that traditional art
forms continue to be included in the school curriculum and that song-writing competition
opportunities be offered to children. The clubs and groups have stressed the importance
of teaching young people national traditional values.

This study contributes the knowledge about the role of youth to preserve and
promote intangible cultural heritage to the public and creates platform on which people
can be show their own culture identity through intangible heritage phenomenon. The
findings of this article are docume n taries which share the article to help people
understand the problem and role of cultural safeguarding and promotion process. Some
suggestions are given. Government and community’s efforts are very important and play
an important to support the study of intangible culture heritage. The cultural heritage
helps to educate young people and is also the symbol to advertise the national
traditional value to the world. When youth knows the core values and beauty of intangible
culture heritage, they respectfully preserve and promote the national intangible culture

heritage.
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